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Greetings!
Thank you for taking the time to read Youth Connections, our bi-monthly
county 4-H newsletter. Some of you are reading this for the very first time,
and some of you have been receiving this for years. Welcome and welcome
back to Wood County 4-H.
There is A LOT going on in 4-H and it’s a lot to manage. For new families, it
feels like there is a whole new language to learn. There is. There is also a lot to
learn for families making a transition from the Cloverbuds program into the
“big 4-H” program. So, how does a family learn everything they need to
know?
Top 5 Wood County 4-H Resources:


Youth Connections Newsletter. This resource will appear in your
mailbox every other month and will be filled with information about
upcoming events, activities, and programs. The electronic version is
also in 4honline as well as posted to the website.



Wood County 4-H, WI Facebook Page. This is where we share the most
up-to-date information and reminders. Please “like” and “follow” the
page.



Club Leaders and Volunteers. When questions come up, sometimes
it’s best to have a conversation. Reach out to your club leaders and if
they don’t know they answer, they’ll know where to look.



Wood County 4-H Website: https://wood.extension.wisc.edu/. There is
a lot here, such as applications, calendars, newsletters, links for fair
information, and so much more!



Extension Wood County Office. Laura and Wendy are here to help
answer your questions and steer you in the right direction. Contact us:
715-421-8439 or woodcounty4h@co.wood.wi.us

The best advice I can give you, whether you are a new member or returning
member is . . .
“You get out of 4-H what you are willing to put into 4-H.”
Here’s to a great 4-H year!

4-H Program Coordinator

4-H Purpose:
Engaging youth to reach
their fullest potential
while advancing the
field
of
youth
development.
PLEDGE:
I pledge my HEAD to
clearer thinking, my
HEART to greater
loyalty, my HANDS to
larger service and my
HEALTH to better living,
for my club, my
community, my country
and my world.
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ANNUAL 4-H AWARDS MOVIE MORNING
On Saturday, November 16, join your friends at Rogers Cinema in Marshfield
for a special celebration. We’ll cheer our award winners on and then enjoy a
private movie screening of Abominable.
Doors open at 8:30 a.m., awards begin at 9:00 a.m. with the movie to follow.
The cost is $3.00 for 4-H members and certified volunteers, $6.50 for friends and
family. All are welcome.
No RSVP required. Concessions will be available for purchase.

ANNUAL LEADER TRAINING
Each year, all chartered clubs and groups are required to participate in annual leader training to maintain
their chartered status. This year, training is targeted specifically to adult volunteers. We welcome and
encourage all adult volunteers to participate and learn.
This year’s training will focus on the changes that Extension’s move to UW-Madison has made on the 4-H
program. Many of these changes have a direct impact on you, the volunteer.
Two trainings have been scheduled; please mark your calendars now.


Thursday, November 21 at 6:30 PM at the UW Soil and Forage Lab (MARS)



Tuesday, December 3 at 6:30 PM at the Pittsville Community Hall

Please RSVP to ensure we have enough
woodcounty4h@co.wood.wi.us or 715-421-8439.

materials

for

everyone:

4-H LEADERS ASSOCIATION ELECTIONS
The Wood County 4-H Leaders Association is an organization that provides leadership, direction, and
financial support to the county 4-H program. Its members, made up of representatives from local 4-H
clubs, meet six times a year.
The Association will hold its annual elections at their regular meeting on Monday, November 25.
Nominations are currently being sought for the following positions:




President-Elect
Secretary
Adult District Representative (Fall Forum Representative)

If you are interested in being nominated for one of these positions, please contact Christine Jensen with
Shady Lane 4-H (715.486.6227 or email: cnwjensen@gmail.com) or Connie Folz with Rozellville Rockets 4H (715-387-0649 or email: folzfamily@hotmail.com).
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CLUB OFFICER TRAINING
Have you taken on a youth leadership role in your club? Are you excited and a little lost, wondering what
you’ve gotten yourself into? Not to worry! Club Officer Training is here!
Join us on Saturday, November 16, from 12:30-3:30pm at the UW Soil & Forage Lab (MARS) to
meet new friends from Marathon County and learn together.
Club adult leaders are also invited and encouraged to join us. Please RSVP to 715-421-8439 or
woodcounty4H@co.wood.wi.us.

SHOOTING SPORTS ORIENTATION & ELECTIONS
Orientation
The Central Wisconsin 4-H Shooting Sports season is about to begin! The 4-H Shooting Sports program
teaches youth lifelong skills in a safe and friendly learning environment. We focus on safety and
responsible use of firearms and archery equipment, but never forget the fun!
The orientation meeting is set for Sunday, December 8th, at the Central Wisconsin Sportsmen's Club,
11841 Stadt Rd., Marshfield. An open house will begin at noon, allowing youth and their families to talk
with instructors, browse equipment, and become familiar with the facility. The official meeting will begin at
1:00. Meeting attendance is required. Attending this meeting is how you register for the program and
select the best practice times for your family. There will be six practices from January through March for
archery, rifle, and pistol.
Shotgun practices will be held during June and July.

Archery, rifle, pistol and shotgun instruction are all available. Participants are not required to own their
own equipment. The program has loaner and rental equipment available.
This program is open to 4-H youth members in Wood, Clark, and Marathon Counties that are at least 8
years old and in 3rd grade. To participate in powder-burning activities, youth must be at least 12 years old
and be graduates of hunter safety.
"Like" our Facebook page (Central Wisconsin 4H Shooting Sports) for more information, updates and
reminders.

Elections
The Central WI 4-H Shooting Sports Board will hold its annual elections following the orientation. We are
seeking nominations for the following positions:




Chair
Vice-Chair
Secretary





Treasurer
Adult Liaison
Youth Liaison (5 positions)

Officers do NOT need to be certified 4-H Shooting Sports instructors.
Youth liaisons must be of age to participate in the program; one youth liaison must be at least 15 years old.
To nominate yourself or someone else for one of these positions, contact Liz Knutson or Scott Huber, or
send a message through the Facebook page.
Families who participate in Central WI 4-H Shooting Sports are encouraged to participate in Board meetings.
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WOOD COUNTY PLAT BOOK AD SALES
The plat book committee has begun working on the 2020 Wood County plat book. One of the most important
parts of the book is the sale of advertisements for the inside of the book. The ads that are sold help defray
the cost of producing the books so our Wood County 4-H program can receive a larger benefit from the sale
of the books.
Everyone can help with selling ads! If you own a business, or know a business that would be interested in
advertising and supporting Wood County 4-H, contact the Extension office for more information on how to
proceed. All clubs are encouraged to sell ads—10% of the ad price goes directly to the club!
The Wood County 4-H Leaders Association provides funding to support many aspects of the county 4-H
program. They fund camps, educational travel experiences, Creative Arts Day, Project Discovery Day, and
much more. They do all of that great work with money raised from the plat book program. While the sale of
plat books is important, the sale of ads within the plat book is even more important.

PLAT BOOK PHOTO CONTEST
Calling all photographers!
YOUR photo could be featured on the cover of our 2020 Wood
County plat book!
Cover Contest Rules:
 Open to all Wood County 4-H members and certified
volunteers. One entry per person.
 Must be of a Wood County scene, event or location.
 Must have the proper permission (photo release)
from all identifiable people in photo.
 Winner of the Cover Contest will receive a complimentary plat book.
 The deadline for submissions is December 1st.
Photo submission requirements :
 Portrait layout
 High resolution of at least 600 dpi
 Full color
We may also need photos to help fill spaces within the plat book itself. Photos for within the book must be
landscape orientation (2.25” tall by 7.5” wide) and at least 600 dpi. This is NOT part of the official contest.
Those submitting photos for within the book may send up to 4 images for consideration. If your photo is
used, you will receive 4-H merchandise.
To submit photos for the plat book, email your digital photo file to: woodcounty4h@co.wood.wi.us with “Plat
Book Photo” in the subject line. If you are submitting photos for both the cover contest and for the inside
pages, be sure to denote which photo is for the cover contest. All photographers whose work is selected to
appear in the 2020 Wood County plat book will need to sign a copyright release form.
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EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES
There are so many opportunities for youth in grades 6+ to travel and learn through 4-H. Information on
these educational experiences can be found at: https://wood.extension.wisc.edu/4-h-youth-development/trip
-applications/
Travel can be expensive. Lucky for us, there are ways to make these travel experiences more affordable. The
Teen Leadership Group provides a great fundraising opportunity for youth traveling through 4-H. Leaders
Association scholarships may pay up to 50% of the experience fee.
The registration and application process for Educational Experiences for Wood County 4-H members has
changed. Members are now required to register for the experience through 4honline prior to applying for a
Leaders Association scholarship. Registration for most trips opens on November 1st. Applications for
Leaders Association scholarships will be available on December 1 and will be due January 10. Interviews for
the scholarships will be held on January 18th in Marshfield and January 20th in Vesper.
If you have any questions on the new process or materials please contact Romelle Bymers at
rbymers@gmail.com or 715-389-2485. If you have questions about the Teen Leaders fundraising
opportunity, contact Laura.

EDUCATIONAL TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES
FOR 4-H ADULT VOLUNTEERS
4-H offers many great travel opportunities for youth. Did you know that there are also opportunities for adult
volunteers to serve as adult advisors?
Adult advisors travel to many different cities across the United States with youth participants to serve as
mentors, guides, and support for the youth on the programs. Adults are responsible for the well being of all
youth participants and must work as a team to ensure that an experience runs smoothly.
Opportunities include:









Citizenship Washington Focus in Washington, D.C. (June-July)
National 4-H Congress in Atlanta, Georgia (late November)
Space Camp in Huntsville, Alabama (late April)
American Spirit Experience – East (Early June or July)
Wisconsin 4-H & Youth Conference (Late June)
International immersion programs in Costa Rica, Japan, Finland, South Korea (4 weeks, summer
2019)
Other Educational Programs that are under development

Adult advisors’ registration, lodging, and travel expenses are covered for national programs; some meals are
at the Adult Advisor’s expense.
For complete details and more information, visit: https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/wi4hedopp/adult-advisors/

2020 applications are open now through February 15, 2020, in 4HOnline. Apply today!
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SCHOLARSHIPS ANNOUNCED
The Wisconsin Pork Producers Association (WPA) understands
that today’s youth are tomorrow’s leaders of the industry. We
also understand the importance of having well educated
individuals as leaders to help ensure continued growth and success for the state’s pork industry. That’s why
we offer several scholarships to help those with a sincere interest in the industry and the future of Wisconsin
agriculture. Each year, we offer four scholarships for high school and college students.
More information can be found at: http://www.wppa.org/scholarships/
Applications are due December 2 with finalist interviews during Christmas break.

CHRISTMAS ROLLER SKATING PARTY
All Wood County 4-H members, family and friends are invited to join Webster 4-H for
their annual Christmas Roller Skating Party!
Monday, December 30, 2019
6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Melody Gardens Skateland; 1200 S Oak Ave; Marshfield

$3.00 per person (includes skate rental)
Come dressed in your favorite Christmas attire!
Bring in a non-perishable food item and receive a prize!
If you have any questions, contact Krisann Mauritz at 715-387-0411.

LEADERS ASSOCIATION MEETINGS
The 4-H Leaders Association meets on the 4th Monday of every other month at 7:30 pm. All active 4-H
leaders are welcome to attend the meetings; club representation is expected. The meeting location is
subject to change based on meeting space availability. Check the website calendar for the most up-to-date
information.
Upcoming meeting dates:
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Monday, November 25: UW Soil and Forage Lab (MARS)



Monday, January 27: Location TBD
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
NOVEMBER
1-3

Fall Forum

Green Lake Convention Center
Green Lake, WI

1

Educational Experiences Registration Opens

4honline

14

VIP Training

Snyder Clubhouse

6:30pm

Wisconsin Rapids, WI

4-H Awards & Movie Morning

Rogers Cinema

9:00am—Awards Program Begins

Marshfield, WI

New 4-H Officer Training

MARS

12:30-3:30pm

Marshfield, WI

Annual 4-H Leader Training

MARS

6:30pm

Marshfield, WI

Leaders Association Meeting

UW Soil & Forage Lab (MARS)

7:30pm

Marshfield, WI

16
16
21
25
28-29

EXTENSION OFFICE CLOSED

DECEMBER
1

Plat Book Photo Contest Deadline

Email to
woodcounty4h.co.wood.wi.us

1

Leaders Association Scholarship Applications for Educational
Experiences available

Online

3

Annual 4-H Leader Training

Pittsville Community Hall

6:30pm

Pittsville, WI

Shooting Sports Orientation

Central WI Sportsmens Club

12:00pm

Marshfiled, WI

Youth Connections Submissions for Jan/Feb Issue due

Email to
woodcounty4h@co.wood.wi.us

8
10
24-25

EXTENSION OFFICE CLOSED

30

Webster Roller Skating Party

Melody Gardens Skateland

6:30-9:00pm

Marshfield, WI

31-1/1/20 EXTENSION OFFICE CLOSED

For the most up-to-date list of events for Wood County 4-H, view our online calendar at:
http://wood.uwex.edu/4-h-youth-development/
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WOOD COUNTY 4-H YOUTH CONNECTIONS
How to Contact Us:
Telephone: 715-421-8439 Fax: 715-421-8476 Email: woodcounty4h@co.wood.wi.us
Toll-free: Marshfield: 715-387-3791 x8439; Pittsville: 715-884-6479 x8439; Auburndale: 715-652-2107 x8439
Website: http//:wood.extension.wisc.edu

Wood County 4-H, WI

Staff
Laura Huber: 4-H Program Coordinator; laura.huber@wisc.edu
Wood County 4-H Leaders Association Executive Board
Christine Jensen, President (Shady Lane)
Jodie Budtke, Secretary (Webster)
Jessica Lewer, Regional Fall Forum Representative (Marawood County Line Riders)
Connie Folz, Member at Large (Rozellville Rockets)
Jenna Snortheim, P.A.L.S. Representative (Kountry Kids)

Andrea Galvan, President-Elect (Snyder)
Brenda Hansen, Treasurer (Golden Glow)

Youth Connections is published six times per year by Extension Wood County. The purpose is to provide 4-H volunteers, members
and parents with county, state and national 4-H program information. Editor: Laura Huber. Address all correspondence to
Extension Wood County; PO Box 8095; Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495-8095. Youth Connections submissions are due the 10th of
the month prior to publication (every even-numbered month).
An EEO/AA employer, the University of Wisconsin-Madison, Division of Extension-Wood County provides equal opportunities in employment and
programming, including Title VI, Title IX, and ADA requirements. Please make requests for reasonable accommodations to ensure equal access to
educational programs as early as possible preceding the scheduled program, service or activity.

North Central Wisconsin 4-H

2020 Winter Camp

January 31 - February 2, 2020
Wisconsin Lions Camp | Rosholt
Youth in grades 7—13 from Langlade, Lincoln, Oneida, Price, Portage,
Shawano, Waupaca and Wood counties
Have fun in the ICE and snow while setting your HEARTS and
MINDS on FIRE for what your HANDS and HEALTH can
accomplish at HOME.
Register through 4Honline. $50 fee includes all meals and lodging (Wood County
Teen Leaders are subsidizing Wood County 4-H members’ registration fees); attendees need
to arrange their own transportation.
Registration deadline: December 20, 2019.
Recreation Opportunities:
Our 2020 Educational Focus will be
centered on opportunities for youth to
KINDLE their skills in:


Leadership

♦

Communication



Teamwork

♦

Assessment









Tubing
Snow-shoeing
Outdoor campfire
Movie watching
Free time
Card & Board games
Crafts

Contact Laura by email
(laura.huber@wisc.edu) or phone
(715-421-8439) with any questions.
The University of Wisconsin–Madison is an equal opportunity and affirmative action educator and employer.

NATIONAL 4-H WEEK DISPLAY CONTEST
Thank you to everyone who helped us celebrate National 4-H week in October. Your lawn displays were
incredible! Many people enjoyed viewing your projects at local Wood County libraries as well.
Contest winners will be announced on November 10th at the Wood County 4-H Annual Awards and Movie
Morning.
Check out a few of the submissions that our county clubs created:

Special thank you to:

Nekoosa



Youth who shared their projects for our public library displays



Wittenberg Workers 4-H for setting up a display at the Charles
and Joann Lester Library of Nekoosa



Shady Lane 4-H for setting up the display at the Everett Roehl
Marshfield Public Library.

Marshfield

Vesper

